September 17: Manne Siegbahn on the ghost rockets

” ”MISSILE” IS A METEORITE. SWEDISH PHYSICIST IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT REPORTS OF FIRING. Dr. Manne Siegbahn, 59-year-old Swedish nuclear physicist and Nobel Prize winner, who arrived yesterday from Gothenburg, Sweden, on the Swedish American liner Drottningholm, expressed doubts about recent reports that rocket bombs had been fired over Sweden. 

”. There is no clear evidence that any guided missiles have been flying over Sweden,” Dr. Siegbahn declared. ”I, myself, examined one reported to be such a missile and found it was a meteorite. I am very suspicious about the existence of any such things.”

”Dr. Siegbahn, who came to the United States to confer with American physicists, and as a Swedish delegate to the forecoming bidentential celebration of Princeton University, declared that ”hysteria” might have been a factor in reports about the missiles...” (New York Times, September 17)

The statement was circulated via the Associated Press (AP) and appeared in many Swedish papers. 

In their 1961 book, Charles A. Maney and Richard Hall commented on Siegbahns skeptical view as stated in the N.Y.Times article: 

”Does this sound familiar? It is an example, perhaps the first in the modern UFO era, of a competent scientist passing personal judgement on something which he has not even investigated, except very superficially. Since, by his own admission, he had only examined one report, his statement amounts to nothing more than personal skepticism. In the popular view, however, ”science has spoken”. The scientific method, it should be made clear, does not allow one scientist´s opinion based on investigation of one incident to be called a ”scientific” conclusion. The fact of the matter is that science has yet to investigate UFOs, and even to recognize that UFOs are a problem. As later in the United States, the Swedish military evidenced much more concern and came to very different conclusions after a long investigation.” 

Manne Siegbahn [1886-1978] was a professor of physics, who from 1937 headed the [Swedish] Academy of Science´s Institute for Experimental Physics (now the Manne Siegbahn laboratory). Siegbahn got the 1924 Nobel prize in physics for his research on X-ray spectrographs. During WWII Siegbahn helped organize the Swedish military physics research. 

Sources: New York Times, Sept. 17: Maney & Hall: The challenge of unidentified flying objects, 1961, pp. 33-34. 


